
 
 
 
Attn:  BLM CO Colorado River Valley Field Office, 2300 River Frontage Road, Silt, CO 81652 
(sent via email to: co_crvrmp@blm.gov, cormpkg@ttsfo.com, cormpkg@blm.gov) 
  
From:  Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association, 1212 Vine St., Aspen, CO 81611   

Mike Pritchard, Board President, 970-948-3486 
 
Date:   1/16/2012 
 
Re:   Comments regarding the BLM’s Colorado River Valley Draft Resource Management 

Plan and Environmental Impact Statement 
 
  
On the following pages, please find detailed comments for the BLM Zones that are within our 
regional area of concern, along with attached zone maps that provide route suggestions & proposals.  
 
 
ZONE I / (PRINCE CREEK)  
 
Significant issues:  
- Currently, there is true potential for collisions between user groups.  Motorcycles ascend quickly; 
mountain bikes descend quickly. Combined with the dense scrub oak vegetation surrounding the 
trails in this zone, serious injuries may result.  
- Habitat protection can be improved through seasonal trail closures.  
- Transient camping, largely unregulated, is a burden on the lands along Prince Creek Rd.  Camp 
sites should be removed along the road to reduce this problem.  
- Management of the land for multiple uses.  
 
Access:  
- Better access needs to be provided near the Rock Bottom Ranch, via the Rio Grande bike path. 
This will help keep trails close to population centers, cutting down on driving to trailheads to result 
in an overall reduced carbon footprint for the local community.  
- Plan routes that will provide access to trails in Hay Park (WRNF) and Light Hill (Zone J).  
 
Alternative Choice:  
From a multiple use standpoint, the available alternatives do not meet the needs of the different user 
groups. Our preference is for Alternative B, which would designate this zone as an SMRA.  
However, RFMBA has informally met with CBTRA, and in brief, our two organizations agree that 
motorcycles are appropriate on some existing single track, while we further agree that other trails 
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should be mechanized only, as they present safety and trail sustainability issues if motorcycle use 
were to continue. The proposed trails to be shared are “N. Porcupine”, “Lower Outtie”, and “Upper 
Buckhorn”. The trails that they agree do not work well for motorcycles are “Skull Bucket”, “Innie”, 
& “Outtie”.  There was also a concern that motorcycles should be routed away from trails close to 
the BLM access provided via Rock Bottom Ranch’s easement, in order to prevent a motorcycle 
from accessing the Rio Grande paved bike path.  Thus, “Buckhorn Traverse” should also remain 
non-motorized. These trails are identified accordingly on the attached map.  We suggest that 
Alternative B be revised to conform with the above route designations. 
 
Specific Comments (each comment number is referenced on the attached map):  
 
1) Trail 23913, “Father of Ginormous” should be a downhill travel only trail due to the blind 
corners and fast decent. The top 1/3 of this trail leading to the top of the Crown needs to be 
reworked due to overgrowth. As mountain biking should appeal to all level of riders, consideration 
should be given to include additional features (roll over jumps & crossovers) which will heighten 
the enthusiasm of the younger generation of riders, and allow intermediate riders the ability to 
advance their riding skill set.  
 
2) Create a more sustainable access route to The Crown; current access uses an easement through 
private property (ACES - Rock Bottom Ranch) that is a steep old 4wd route which is not 
sustainable.  
 
3) Reroute the “Creekside” trail so that it avoids adjacent private property.  
 
4) As proposed in the citizen’s group discussions, have a connector trail from “Innie” to the “Father 
of Ginormous” to keep bikes off of roads that can present conflicts with motorized users.  
 
5) As there are no single track trails on the El Jebel side of the crown, consideration needs to be 
given for a trail that starts at the top of the Crown and connects to the southeastern side of the 
“Buckhorn Traverse” trail. This gives El Jebel & Basalt residents the opportunity to easily access 
single track without having to drive to a trailhead.  
 
6) One of the highest priorities for the Roaring Fork Mountain Biking Association has been to 
identify how one riding zone can interconnect to the next. This is important as it allows for riders to 
journey beyond a small area enhancing the amount of time a person can spend on a bike and their 
riding experience. As Prince Creek is the natural stepping stone to the Hay Park area on the adjacent 
WRNF, it makes sense to have a route system interconnecting the two as proposed on the attached 
map.  
 
7) Safety issues are of a major concern descending the road from Hay Park. It’s a heavily traveled 
narrow road which can result in a tragic consequence between vehicles and bikes. This can be easily 
mitigated by adding a trail descending on BLM land from the Thomas Lake trailhead parking lot.  
 
 
ZONE H / (NORTH THOMPSON CREEK) 
 
Significant issues:  



- Alleviate trailhead overcrowding and overuse of other popular nearby BLM areas. The nearby Red 
Hill SRMA documents 55,000 annual user visits. As the valley experiences additional growth and 
the popularity of recreational opportunities continue to increase, local trails will continue to see 
more use. North Thompson can alleviate this pressure.  
- To provide cohesive relations between recreational users and ranchers, potential new trail layouts 
should work to limit the proximity of trails to private ranch land located on the valley floor adjacent 
to the Town of Carbondale. See comments below under “Trail improvement or additions”.  
- Suggest improving habitat protection through seasonal trail closures.  
 
Access:  

- The existing north side access provides close to home opportunities which helps reduce our carbon 
footprint.  
- Consideration should be given as outlined below on allowing for interconnectivity to the 
Thompson Creek area.  
 
Alternative choice:  

- We support the Preferred Alternative, B, as it is the best choice for multiple uses, while also 
limiting resource extraction.  If Alternative C is chosen, revisions should be made to allow current 
mountain bike use to continue. 
 
Specific Comments (each comment number is referenced on the attached map):  

1) Although Red Hill experiences 55,000 users at the trailhead, only a small number (less than 300) 
journey to the northern most trails. The same can hold true for N Thompson. Although there will be 
a lot of users at the trailhead because of the time and efforts required, very few users will venture to 
the far southern flanks of this zone. Thus, a distant loop on the south side of the Lorax will cause 
little disruption to cattle, or as a noted rancher concern, chasing wildlife from BLM lands to the 
Carbondale valley floor ranching lands. Seasonal closures could also be used to address this 
concern.  
 
2) Having connectivity with other riding zones is a high priority of the Roaring Fork Mountain 
Biking Association. As N. Thompson allows for easy access to the Thompson Creek trails, a loop 
on the western flank of this area meets this objective. This also meets the desires of the local 
ranchers by keeping trails away from the private ranching land in the Carbondale valley floor.  
 
 
ZONE G / (RED HILL & FISCHER CREEK)  
 
Significant issues:  

- Overuse of trails.  
- Habitat protection through seasonal closures.  
 
Access:  

- If the Sutey Ranch/Two Shoes land exchange materializes, access should be provided from the 
north side of Red Hill to alleviate overuse pressure on the Carbondale side.  
- Trail access from Spring Valley/CMC to Fischer Creek will foster outdoor recreation opportunities 
for those students at the CMC campus and neighboring residential communities.  



- Provide a new access route from valley floor at El Jebel to access WRNF land on Basalt 
Mountain.  
 
Alternative choice:  

- We support the Preferred Alternative, B.  If Alternative C is chosen, revisions should be made to 
allow current mountain bike use in the Fischer Creek area to continue. 
 
Specific Comments (each comment number is referenced on the attached map):  

1) As noted above, a trail accessing Spring Valley/CMC will provide easy opportunities for the 
local college community to access trails. Many of these students have little to no means, so driving 
to trails can be limited opportunity, or simply out of the question. Access from this point will allow 
a perfect back door access trail for the college residents and the neighboring residential areas. 
Additionally, this will provide a potential loop to Red Hill as outlined in #2 below.  

 
2) Although the hillside is steep, there is potential to create a sustainable trail accessing Red Hill 
from lower Cattle Creek. This would provide a solution that alleviates the pressure of the significant 
number of users accessing this SRMA from the Carbondale trailhead, all while providing easier 
access for the Ironbridge neighborhood and the Glenwood area.  
 
3) If access is gained through a lower El Jebel subdivision as currently being pursued through Mid 
Valley Trails, the BLM lands on the Western Flank of Basalt Mountain would provide access to the 
existing Basalt Mountain (WRNF) trail system.  
 
 
ZONE F / (GREATER GLENWOOD AREA) 
 
Significant issues:  

- This is the most populated area of all zones, yet there are the fewest trails in all of the zones 
located within this BLM jurisdiction.  
 
Access: 

- Easy access is available from many areas.  
 
Alternative choice:  

- As Alternatives B & C would effectively close many of the 4 wheel drive roads that currently exist 
in this zone, we suggest that many of these routes be revised in Preferred Alternative B to remain 
open to Mechanized (mountain bike) use.  
 
Specific Comment (each comment number is referenced on the attached map):  

1) As Glenwood is the most populated area in the valley and also heavily relies on tourist revenue, 
additional trails are needed to support this zone. Accessing the flat tops from Glenwood would 
provide a classic trail opportunity to reach high alpine zones with large vertical climbs/descents. If 
the trail head was placed at the South Canyon exit of I-70, there could also be a trail system that 
heads south from the Interstate.  
 
 



ZONE J / (BASALT) 
 
Significant issues:  

- Interconnectivity between other zones as described below.  
- Habitat protection through seasonal closures, to be considered at only the most sensitive locations.  
 
Access:  

- Close to Basalt.  
 
Alternative choice:  

- We support the Preferred Alternative, B.   
 
Specific Comment (each comment number is referenced on the attached map):  

1) To provide Basalt residents an alternate access to the Hay Park trail system (on WRNF land), a 
new route connection from the north side of Light Hill makes senses.  The main existing route on 
the ridge of Light Hill should be rerouted to provide a more sustainable trail and a more enjoyable 
riding experience for local residents.    
 
 
We look forward to working with BLM staff to achieve approvals for the route system 
improvements proposed within the above comments.  Alternative B, with some key revisions, can 
be a truly successful “Preferred Alternative” that will provide a strong framework for managing 
these lands over the next twenty five years or, We look forward to continuing our partnership with 
the BLM, to fulfill our mission of creating the best possible system of trails for mountain bike use 
throughout the Roaring Fork Valley.  
 
On behalf of the Board and Members of RFMBA, 
Most sincerely,  
 

 
 
Mike Pritchard 
Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association, Board President 
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