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November 5, 2013 
 
 
 
TO:   Lindsey Utter, Recreation Planner,  Pitkin County Open Space & Trails 

 
RE:  Comments on Draft version of Roaring Fork Gorge Management Plan 
 
Sent via email: lindsey.utter@co.pitkin.co.us 
 

 
Comments regarding proposed management actions: 

 
Section 4.1.1: 
Strongly support acquisition of described lands, especially those on the east side of the Rio Grande 
Trail, generally comprised of flatter sage brush land that would be ideal for development of a compact 
network of singletrack trails that would offer beginner level and younger mountain bikers a focus area 
that would be accessed from parking lot at Jaffee Park, or directly from Aspen area along the Rio 
Grande trail.  See Appendix B, Mountain Bike and Cross Bike Open House map, for general location.  
 
Section 4.2: 
Strongly support all listed management actions that have the intention of improving the natural 
resources of the planning area.  
 
Section 4.3.1.1: 
Strongly support the creation of a parallel singletrack option along the length of the dual surface 
proposed for Rio Grande Trail Phase I wherever possible.  Given the terrain along Phase I, wherever 
possible should really mean the majority of this length of trail, wherever terrain and land ownership is not 
an obstacle.  If land ownership is an obstacle, keep the singletrack directly adjacent to RG trail, within 
the legal right of way.   This parallel singletrack would be as far from away from the Rio Grande trail as 
possible, and offer sinuous curving features that flow well for mountain bikers of all experience levels, 
while offering a great experience for beginner level riders.  The trail should be wide enough that sage 
brush does not require lopping every summer season, but narrow enough to offer a distinct experience 
from the adjacent RG trail.  This singletrack system should be planned to tie into a future phase 
singletrack system of trails just to the east of the Phase I area, on the flat sage fields that are currently 
on the radar for potential open space acquisition.   
 
Section 4.3.3 & Section 4.3.4.4: 
Strongly support the improvement of trail connection between Jaffee Park and the sage brush fields east 
of RG trail Phase I area.  While the current soft surface trail is of generous width, it is steeper than 
desired for beginner level and younger mountain bikers that would be the key demographic for the 
potential sage brush field singletrack trail network.  While the existing trail route is proposed as a dual 
surface trail improvement project, a sinuous singletrack alternative that cuts grade steepness by winding 
its way up from riverside to sage fields is of equal or greater importance to the mountain bike 
community.  Given proposed project costs, and given that this is a spur of the RG trail, a singletrack 
alternative should be considered mandatory for this portion of the project.  
 
Section 4.3.4.1: 
Strongly support the ongoing trail improvement for a bike friendly connection from AABC to the river 
bottom. 
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Section 4.3.4.2: 
Strongly support the concept of a bike friendly trail connection between Burlingame and the Rio Grande 
trail.  However, budgeting $25,000 to study trail concepts seems excessive.  Suggest limiting these 
study costs as much as possible, and allocate funds to trail construction costs instead. 
 
Section 4.3.4.3: 
Strongly support the Stein Bridge improvement project.  Agreed that focus on a new trail alignment 
between the bridge and RG trail will improve the experience for cyclists traveling to and from the AABC. 
 
Section 4.3.4.5: 
Strongly support the concept of a soft surface AspenMass trail connecting Jaffee Park towards the 
Intercept Lot.  Given the relatively low user numbers than might be expected, this trail should be made 
available to all user groups, including mountain bikers.  If equestrian use is monitored and shown to be 
higher than other trails, introduce signage designed to inform and educate all users on how to avoid 
conflicts.   
 
Section 4.3.5.2: 
Strongly support the concept of a direct trail & bridge connection between the RG trail and the Intercept 
Lot.  Although the estimated cost of this project is very high, it would be seen as critical link between the 
growing network of trails at Sky Mountain Park, trails beyond in Snowmass, the major transportation and 
parking hub of the Intercept Lot itself, and the many destinations afforded by the RG trail.  This project 
would immediately increase loop opportunities for riders and increase the ease of access for a potential 
network of beginner level singletrack trails in the sage fields just east of this project area. 
 
Section 4.3.5.3: 
Strongly support the concept of a trail connection between the Intercept Lot and the AABC area.  
However, given the estimated cost for an 8’ wide hard surface trail, we would instead propose a 
singletrack trail connection that would be used by hikers, runners, and mountain bikers.  While there will 
be some sections of shale to contend with (possibly a challenge for construction of a truly sustainable 
trail), much of the potential alignment could be standard 24” wide singletrack trail construction that would 
more readily undulate with the existing topography in a manner not possible for a wide hard surface trail.  
Specialized wildlife crossings should not be required for a traditional singletrack trail.   This would 
provide for a high quality loop opportunity utilizing bike paths, and the new Airline & Cozyline Trails.  
Additional trail construction ideas for this alignment are offered in the appendix comment section (see 
long comment “emailed after online entry closed”). 
 
Section 4.3.7 
Strongly support updates to signage program.  Suggest going in the direction that Town of Snowmass 
Village is going with their new signage design: modular, informative, easy to update, as opposed to the 
more simple USFS style of sign that only provides a trail name and no real opportunity for additional 
information.    
 
Section 4.3.8 
Strongly support the amenity of an interpretive sign plan for interesting geological and historic culture 
issues.  Also, suggest improving the existing wooden Solar System signage system so that it becomes a 
permanent amenity that helps trail users to understand the awesome scale of Nature!   
 
Additional Comments: 
 
1. Study and provide future potential for a singletrack trail that would connect the Airline Trail to a 
potential singletrack trail that would connect Intercept Lot to AABC (utilizing existing underpass under 
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Highway 82).  Properly monitor the underpass to determine if its current use by wildlife would not allow 
for co-existence of a recreation trail.   
 
2. Undertake a trails plan that identifies all possible opportunities for singletrack trails within this greater 
management plan area.  The forthcoming Upper Roaring Fork Trails Plan will hopefully accomplish this 
need, and will partially do so by referring to the Roaring Fork Gorge Management Plan.   
 
Many thanks for all of your efforts on this management plan, and to the work that everyone at Open 
Space and Trails has put in to get to this point.  There is no doubt that this plan is setting the stage for 
many great improvements in the years to come.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mike Pritchard 
RFMBA, Board President 
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