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Connecting with Communities: Lower Buckhorn Reroute 

A recently completed trail reroute, for the lowest portion of the Buckhorn trail, in a newly 
designated Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA) in the Roaring Fork valley of 
Colorado provides a great example of Connecting with Communities as envisioned under 
the national BLM Recreation Strategy. 

The BLM’s Colorado River Valley Field Office designated the Crown SRMA as part of its 
land use plan revision in 2015.  The SRMA is managed to provide close-to-town mountain 
biking opportunities. While there was a substantial system of existing routes designated 
concurrently with this land use plan, many of those routes were steep and some 
trespassed on private land.   

“Re-routing unsustainable trails is a priority for us, but funding is tight,” said BLM CRVFO 
Recreation Planner Greg Wolfgang. “The only way to get this done is through 
partnerships.” 

The new 1.6 mile reroute was studied through the NEPA process and approved by the 
BLM based on a concept that many people had worked on to turn into reality.  George 
Trantow, Chairman of the Mid Valley Trails Committee of Eagle County (MVTC) noted: “The 
concept for this trail originated back in 2000, picked up further steam at a series of public 
meetings in 2009, and finally became a top priority for the BLM once their land use 
planning process was concluded in 2015.  Our main goal of creating permanent high 
quality access to federal lands has finally been achieved.”   

RFMBA took a lead role in fine tuning the alignment that’s built today, and advocated for a 
major portion of funding for the project - $30,000 - that was secured thanks to commitment 
from the MVTC.  Support from RFMBA’s members, business sponsors, and foundation 
grants allowed for the advocacy, project management, and additional funding required to 
finish the project.   

Imagine! The best trails on the planet – right outside your door! 
RFMBA, an IMBA Chapter, is a 501(c)(3) public charity.
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To construct the re-route, RFMBA hired Tony Boone Trails, a contractor based in Salida, 
Colorado known locally for being involved with construction of the Tom Blake, Ajax, Airline, 
Hummingbird, and other trails.  The trail crew used specialized equipment including a 30-
inch wide min-dozer, a min-excavator, and dirt bikes with harrows to sculpt the trail. A 
significant amount of hand work followed to buff out the trail.  The trail was built in an area 
with almost no rocks, leading to a continuous ribbon of smooth singletrack that features 
grade reversals and small bermed turns. 

“The final result is a more sustainable and enjoyable trail entirely on BLM with grades of 
four to eight percent,” Wolfgang said. “The willingness of the local community to fund and 
support this project shows that they are invested in the social, economic, and 
environmental outcomes that BLM lands can provide.”    

With the Crown SRMA slated to see more trail improvement projects over coming years, it’s 
critical that all projects continue to be approved through the BLM’s NEPA process.  
Wolfgang has noted that unauthorized trail construction can’t be tolerated on BLM lands, 
especially as it will only cause delays and major setbacks to trail improvement projects that 
are on the horizon.   

With this 1.6 mile trail project now complete, and with last fall’s hiring of the Rocky Mt. 
Youth Corp to make improvements to the existing 1.4 mile Buckhorn Traverse trail, RFMBA 
is now focused on additional area trail projects that will expand the riding and trail 
experience opportunities in this part the Crown.  Pitkin County Open Space & Trails will be 
constructing the 2 mile long Glassier Trail later this summer based on a trail alignment that 
RFMBA advocated for during the Glassier Open Space Management Plan process and 
assisted with designing last summer.  Additionally, RFMBA is working with the BLM to gain 
approval for the 3 mile Buckhorn Traverse Extension, which will tie all of these trails 
together.  All told, we expect see about 8 miles of singletrack come together as a jug 
handle loop off of the Rio Grande Trail.  This growing system of trails will provide the 
perfect afterwork ride or run for those living and working the Basalt, El Jebel, and 
Carbondale areas.  

RFMBA is currently working with the BLM to design and study higher elevation trails in this 
area that will integrate both more challenging trails into the greater system of Crown trails, 
as well as single direction trails similar to Prince Creek area favorite, Father of Ginormous.   
In comparison, the reroute of the lower Buckhorn serves a more simple purpose of multi-
use non-motorized access to federal lands.  RFMBA is pleased that this re-routed trail can 
be considered bike-optimized and will be enjoyed by a broad cross section of the trail using 
public.      
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