
       Our mission is to create and sustain the best possible mountain  
bike trail system and experience in the Roaring Fork Valley. 

July 25, 2018 

Pitkin County, Open Space & Trails Board of Trustees 
Pitkin County, Board of County Commissioners 
Attention: Janet Urquhart, Stewardship Outreach Coordinator 
via email: janet.urquhart@pitkincounty.com 
 
Re: RFMBA’s Comments in support of the May 2018 Draft of 
theCarbondale to Crested Butte Trail Plan 

Board of County Commissioners & Board of Trustees, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this very well developed draft 
plan.  The staff and professional consultants that have been working on this 
visionary resource have done an incredible job detailing options and 
recommendations, and communicating as clearly as possible on a very 
complicated and large scale plan.   

RFMBA members have been aware of the vision for trails to connect 
Carbondale to Crested Butte since the feasibility study final report was 
issued in 2004.   Along with the 12 person board of directors that I serve 
under for the Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association, we are grateful that 
Pitkin County has taken the lead to push this project forward.  As part of 
Governor Hickenlooper's "Colorado the Beautiful" initiative, this trail is one 
of the 16 priority trails identified that will help all Coloradans to participate in 
healthy outdoor activities. 

RFMBA supports the draft plan in it’s current form because: 

 1.  The plan serves as a long term vision for the overall trail while 
appreciating some segments need more study and time before the ideal 
alignments are selected, further studied, approved, funded, and 
constructed. 
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 2. The plan’s action items are not just about the trail.  The inclusion of biodiversity   
 preservation and enhancement studies / projects are designed so that the  eventual trail is  
 not only a great place for riders to visit, but that the surrounding landscape can continue to  
 sustain the wildlife that make the Crystal Valley such a special place to begin with. 

 3. The least controversial segments of trail – soft surface singletrack from Redstone to   
 McClure Pass – is planned to be the first to go for additional review and approval over the  
 coming months and years.  This upper section of trail would allow for a 14 mile out and   
 back singletrack ride all by itself!  Or, consider this particular segment of trail a valued   
 extension of the existing Ragged’s Trail (part of the C to CB alignment) beyond McClure  
 Pass. 

RFMBA looks forward to partnering with Pitkin County as this draft plan is finalized and moves 
towards reality.  We will do our best to bring funding partners to the table where appropriate, and 
we'll commit our growing trail maintenance efforts to the singletrack portions of the trails.  Our 
independent Trail Agent volunteers and our new Seasonal Trail Crew will work to maintain corridor 
growth, clear fallen trees, and ensure that drainage points are cleaned and functioning properly.  
Our outreach and communication efforts will get the message out about the need for respecting 
seasonal closures on the trail. 

We would like to call special attention to the fact that the plan describes some of the most 
controversial trail segments as having public use right now.  Thank you for working through the 
details to wisely negotiate agreements and acquisitions so that the final trail, many years from 
now, follows the historic rail and road corridors wherever possible.  This outcome will keep trail 
construction costs down and ensure the highest quality experience for trail users on our shared 
public lands.  

The Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association support the draft plan's detailed 
recommendations without revision.   If you ever have any questions or ideas about trails or our 
mission, please contact me at (970) 948-3486 or mike.pritchard@rfmba.org. 

Best Regards, 

Mike Pritchard, Executive Director 
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